Significance of neutrophils and bacteria in the amniotic fluid of patients in labor.
Amniotic fluid specimens from 110 patients in labor were examined for neutrophils and bacteria. Patients with neutrophils in their amniotic fluid had significantly higher fever indices than patients with clear amniotic fluid. The highest fever indices were found in those patients who delivered by cesarean section after neutrophils were present in their amniotic fluid. Febrile morbidity was significantly reduced in a group of 24 such patients by giving prophylactic antibiotics.